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Act I of 1882 and the rigid scrutiny of the newly-organized Salt
Department, earth-salt making has almost become a thing of the past.

The question of the salt supply for cattle in an inland district like
Coimbatore is one of the greatest importance, for though a certain
amount is supplied in the often brackish water, this is insuiSeient, and
the testimony of a former officer regarding the use of earth-salt is
noteworthy.

Sea salt is supplied by private trade only, and not through Govern-
ment depots.

A list of the district establishment will be found in the Appendix.

ECCLESIASTICAL.

A Government Chaplain has of late^years been posted to Coimbatore,
mainly through the exertions of the European population, who built
a beautiful church (All Souls') at head-quarters. Attached to this
congregation is a school for Eurasian boys and girls, and a Dorcas
Society, managed by some of the ladies of the congregation.

Podanur is the head-quarters of the Madras Railway Chaplain,
where he has a considerable number of railway officials under his care.
His parish is the whole of the south-west railway line, and about once
in two months he is able to hold a morning service at the railway station
in Erode, which otherwise has to look after itself.

The district is also occasionally visited by the new Anglo-Indian
Evangelization Society's Agent.

At Coimbatore the Union Church has a considerable congregation,
chiefly of Eurasians. This is entirely the work of Messrs* Stanes of
Coimbatore and Coonoor.
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The district is "comprised in a single circle, worked by a Board of
27 members (6 official and 21 non-official), of which the Collector is
ex-officio president.

The duties of the Board are to make provision for and supervise (1>
the roads and various Local Fund buildings (Grant I), (2) elementary
education (Grant 31), (3) local medical services, vaccination, sanitation
and other public conveniences (Grant, III), (4) miscellaneous duties,
office, &c. (Grant IV).

It will be seen that much of the administrative work of the district
is done by the Circle Board from district funds, and that from the
nature of the work those funds are almost entirely spent within the
district and therefore impose a Tnfarmmn. burden on its industry.

6 THs section -was mitten "before the introduction of Act V of 188*; the sources of
income, the objects and mode of expenditure, and the duties of the District Board are the
same as "before, the chief changes "being in the method of administration. A house-tax in
selected Tillages has, however, been added as a permissible source of income.